CONVENTION OF CLOSTER-SEVERN
Pompadour planned to patch up a reconciliation with mare-
chal^ Richelieu, who was a brilliant soldier, and make him the
general of transition before Soubise. The gossip of all this
reached the ears of d'Estrees' loyal wife: she was furious, and
eventually it was she who unwittingly caused her husband's
downfall by her indiscretions and the sarcasms she hurled at
the royal mistress. She even went so far as to slip into the Pare
aux Cerfs when the King was not there and urge Morfil to
help her overthrow this woman who was ruining her hus-
band's career. Morfil said to Louis one day, rather mockingly:
'But on what terms are you, then, with your precious old
girl?' Louis was very angry and forced her to confess that it
was Madame d'Estrees who had taught her to speak like that.

D'Estrees was immediately recalled, and the command
given over to Richelieu. Calamity ensued. Frederick flattered
Richelieu into accepting the disastrous Convention of Closter-
Severn (September loth, 1757) by calling him the 'nephew of
the great cardinal Richelieu'. The French, in an act of mis-
taken generosity, trusted to Frederick's word of honour not
to carry arms when instead they should have made the Prus-
sians prisoners of war. A satirical engraving of the time shows
d'Estrees whipping the Duke of Cumberland with a laurel
branch, of which Richelieu picks up the leaves and makes a
crown. Lomenie de Brienne tells us that Bernis was walking
up and down in his room waiting for the fatal news of dis-
armament, 'Unhappy posterity,' he muttered to himself. Just
then he heard an officer who brought the news of the Con-
vention announcing his arrival by cracking his whip at the
door. Bernis sighed: The dream is ended.'

More disasters ensued. Bribed by Frederick, and indeed
with no other ambition in this war but to plunder and steal,
Richelieu allowed the wretched Soubise to lose the battle of
Rosbach in November 1757. Soubise had not wanted to
engage upon the battle at all after examining the enemy's